
 

 

 

 

Selway/Elk City/Red River Complex 
Southern Area Red Team 

****Fire Information Office, 877-367-9503****  
selwaycomplex2015@gmail.com 

Hours of Operation: 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m 
Facebook: Selway Complex 2015 

Twitter: @selwaycomplex15 

 

Monday, September 7, 2015 8:00 AM 
 

Background 

The Baldy and Wash fires were caused by lightning strikes on August 10th and 13th. The 
Crown, Lone Park, Little Green, and Noble fires were caused by lightning strikes on August 17. 
The Baldy, Crown, Lone Park, Little Green, and Noble fires are in the Red River Ranger District 
and the Wash fire is in the Moose Creek Ranger District of the Nez Perce - Clearwater National 
Forest. All of these fires are being reported under the Selway Complex.  With dry conditions, 
gusty winds, steep terrain and a shortage of firefighting resources due to multiple fire starts, the 
fires quickly grew.  Fires are expected to be active until a significant, season-ending weather 
event occurs, which may not occur until mid/late October. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 *Noble fire acreage includes acreage from Crown, Lone Park, and Little Green fires. 

 **Slide fire will no longer be included in the Selway Complex 2015 reporting. 
 

Yesterday's Events 

Recent weather kept fire activity moderated throughout the day. The Nez Perce-Clearwater 
National Forest continues to have areas adjacent to active fires closed. The Moose Creek 
Ranger district reduced the closure area to provide better access to Game Unit 16A. The Forest 
will continue to examine areas that might be adjusted as suppression efforts continue. For more 
information, visit the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest web site. 

 

Wash Fire: Fire crews concentrated on removing hose from the Anderson Butte National 
Recreational Trail.  
 

Baldy Fire: Firefighters continued protecting/assessing structures in the Elk City, Mud Springs, 
and Newsome areas. Hotshot and local tribal crews took advantage of the weather to secure 
fire line and spot fires.  

Noble Fire:  Firefighters continued structure protection and mop-up around the Mallard Creek 
and Cook Ranches. Mechanical work was concentrated on the Magruder Corridor Road, which 
was intermittently open to the public with a pilot car escort. 

 

 
 

Fire: Acreage: Cont: Complex: 

Wash 35,945 0% Selway 

Baldy 6,879 0% Elk City 

Noble* 40,513 0% Red River 

Selway Complex 2015 Total acres= 83,337 
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Planned Events 

Strategies have been adjusted due to moderated fire behavior and higher fuel moisture levels. A 
long term plan has been developed with management action points within the planning area to 
protect firefighters, public, and values at risk. Other fires within this planning area will be 
managed with contain/confine, point protection, and full suppression strategies, as needed, or 
monitoring of fires determined to have minimal impacts to known values. For long term planning, 
we are beginning to assess the need for rehab around fire impacted areas.  

Wash fire: Structure assessment and continued structure protection within the Elk City 
Township. Improve 1809 road south towards Elk City. Scout and assess trails on northwest side 
for access and fireline suitability. Construct indirect line east of Elk City 1810 road system. 
Suppression activities will continue on spot fires west of O’Hara Creek. Assess need to remove 
timber from Green Ridge, Horse Ridge, and the Anderson Butte National Recreational Trail. 

Baldy fire: Complete fuel reduction around structures into the west side of Elk City and 
continue monitoring impacts to the Newsome area. Continue mop up and containment of spot 
fires north of 1855 road. Establish hoselay from 284 north to the 1855 road to assist with 
containment and mop up. Continue cold trailing and hot-spotting from 284 south to Pilot Knob 
Lookout. Start indirect handline from 426 trail east to the 1834 road dozer line.  

Noble fire: Continue work on the the Magruder corridor (i.e., Montana Road), continue the use 
of the pilot car.  Mop-up the Mallard Creek Ranch and Cook Ranch areas. Road clearing for 
100’ wide fuel break on the 1190, 9550, and 9560 roads from the Dixie Road to the Montana 
Road. Continue structure protection/defensible space improvements including installing 
sprinklers, from Red River Ranger Station to Red River Hot Springs.  

 

Road Restrictions and Closures 

The Nez Perce - Clearwater National Forests closure affects the Forest Road 1190 and some 
hunting areas within the active fire (i. e., parts of hunting units 10, 10A, 12,14,15, 16, 16A, 17, 
and 20); for more information, visit the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests website. Stage 1 
fire restrictions remain in effect for the majority of the forest lands. 

 

The Magruder Corridor Road remains an area of concern and will be intermittently closed due to 
work crews removing debris on the road. A pilot car will continue to be available to escort 
drivers through the work area from Soda Creek Jct. to Poet Creek. Expect significant delays. 

 

The Forest Service 1855 road in the Baldy fire area remains closed due to fire suppression 
activities. 
 

On the Moose Creek Ranger District near the Slide Fire the closure area was adjusted to allow 
better access to Game Unit 16A. Please contact the Forest website for the most up to date 
information.  

 

Evacuations 

The Evacuation Alert remains at Level 1 for all fire areas except Mallard Creek and Cook 
Ranches, which remain at Level 3. 

 

Fire Weather 
 

We expect a gradual warming and drying trend through Tuesday. By mid-week a stronger 
warming and drying trend should commence.  

http://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/nezperceclearwater/alerts-notices
http://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/nezperceclearwater/alerts-notices

